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Introduction

Nearly 2,000 years ago, a Roman governor by
the name of Pontius Pilate asked the rhelorical
question “What is truth” when confronted with
a difficult decision. This was a very important
question as Pilate was about to decide the fate
of a very unique man by the name of Jesus.
In the end, Pilate ignored the truth about
Jesus. Instead, he decided to have Jesus
executed as a common criminal, even
though Pilate admitied that Jesus was
innocent of any crimes.

Jesus often taught about truth and on
one occasion said *You shall know

the truth and the truth shall set you
free.” Today and over the centuries,
millions of people, known as "Christians”,
testify how the truth about Jesus and the truth
taught by Him have set them free. Instead of
being behind bars of steel, they were imprisoned

by bars of sin and selfishness. Such ‘bars’ had negatively affected their
relationships with other peopie and more importantly, their relationship with the God
who created them. However, many lives and families have been changed by these
God-given truths that can set us free. These truths are ancient, but unchangeabie

and eternal in value.

Where is this truth to be found? What are the basic truths you should know? How
will such truth affect you personally? Over the next few weeks through a series of
ten lessons, we will study the Bible and discover God's eternal truths that can

- change your life forever.
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The Eternal Besiseller

The Source of Truth: The Bible
“Thy Word is truth”

Lesson i

Introduction

if you wanted to learn something about
math, you would probably read a math
textbook. If you needed to do some
scientific research, a book on
science would be very
helpful. A history book
wouid give you
information on
historical events and

if vou needed to understand
how {0 use a new computer you
just bought, you would read the
manual that came with it. However, if
you wanied to understand life, or -
learmn how to be a better person, where would you

go for such information or help? How would you deal with common life
problems such as fear, stress, discortentment, anger, jealousy or immorality
that can adversely affect you and those around you? There are many ‘How
To' books for sale in the stores these days that offer all kinds of practical help
and information on many subjects. But there is only one book that contains
truth that is capable of changing your ife both significantly and permanently.
It is called the Bible.

The Bible is calied the world’s bestseller because every year over 200 million
copies of # are sold. The Bible has been translated into roughiy 2,600
different languages and it is quoted from more than any other book ever
writtenn. What is so unique about this book? What do we know about it?

THE FACTS ABOUT THE BESTSELLER

1. The Bible is divided into two sections known as the

Testament andthe __ Testament. The Oid
Testament is comprised of __ smaller books and the New
Testament contains _____ books. Altogether, there are 66 books
in the Bibie.
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The word "Testament” means so the Bible is a
record of God's old and new promises to His people. The Old
Testament is the for the New Testament.

Much of the Bible is of 2 nature but i also has

sections containing laws, prophecy, poetry and even letters.

The Bible was written over a span of years from 1,400

BC to 100 AD.

The men who wrote portions of the Bible had quite a variety in

background. Some were , but included among the

authors were also scholars, court officials, prophets, shepherds,
, @ doctor, priests, and a tax collector,

Most of the Bibie was written in but significant

portions were written elsewhere such as Iltaly, Egypt, Greece,

iraq, Iran and Turkey.

The oldest existing copies of the Bible date backtothe

century B.C. and are known as the Dead Sea Scrolls.

THE NATURE OF THE BESTSELLER
Matthew 5:17-18 (NT 8) Jesus said of the Bible was
important and would be fulfilled.
Unlike other books from the same era, the Bible does not contain
historical or scientific
Despite having been written by over 40 different authors over a
length of 1,500 years, there are no inits

message.
The Bible portrays characters and events very honestly and often
quite critically, as itis an record of God's truth.

THE AUTHOR OF THE BESTSELLER
The Bible is such a unique book that it had o have a unique
author. That author is .
I Timothy 3:16 (NT 382) “All Scripture is inspired by

»
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3. U Peter 1:21 (NT 423) *...men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke
from K
4. God used men with their individual personalities o

record His Word and preserve for all

mankind.

THE PURPQSE OF THE BESTSELLER

According to the following passages, what are some of the purposes of the
Bible?

1. John 5:39 (NT 167) it teaches us about jife.
2. Hebrews 4:12-13 (NT 383) ltislike a exposing
in our lives
3. John 20:30-31 (NT 205) It helps us o that Jesus is the

Christ and that He alone can give us

4. H Timothy 3:15-17 (NT 382) U gives us and helps us do

works.
5. Psalm 119:9-11; 105 (OT 942) it can helpto and
us,
Conclusion

The Bible is a record of God's truth given to help men and women with their
daily lives and to lead them o eternal life. Jesus said “Come fo me, all who
are weary and heavy-laden, and | will give you rest. Learn from me.”
(Matthew 11:28)

If you are weary of trying o change your life and looking for answers, the
Bible is a good place to begin your search. Like electronic products that are
50ld these days and are accompanied by thick instruction manuals, life is
complicated. in fact life is much more complicated than any machine
invernted by man! Therefore, as the Creator of life, God has provided an
instruction manual to help us in our joumey. The Bible is that manual or
unique “how to” book that can change your life and put you on the right path.
Therefore, we will use the Bible as our textbook in our search for truth in the
foliowing lessons.
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Beginning with
The Truth about God - Part One

iesson 2

Introduction

*In the beginning, God created the

heavens and the earth.” These are

the first words written in the Bible in a £5~ 1

section called “Genesis”. Genesis (S

means literally “beginning” which is a " 1
O

very appropriate title as if records the
beginnings of a number of things. We
tend to think of everything as having a
beginning. The beginning of life when a baby
is born; the beginning of spring when the first
flower blooms; the beginning of aduithood
when someone turmns 20 years old; the
beginning of the year is on January 1%.
Everywhere we look we see events that mark
the beginning of something but the Bible teaches

that God is an exception to this rule. God had no beginning. He is eternal.

Who is this God? Does He really exist? If He does exist, what is He fike and
what does He expect from us? What is the truth about God that would be
helpful for us to know?

IS THERE A GOD?
Romans 1:18-23 (NT 266)
1. If God exists, how would you describe Him?

2. God is described as being angry. What is He angry about? v.18

3. What has God made evident about Himself to all men? v.20
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4. What two ways were these things made evident to men? vv.19-20
e Through Man’'s
“that which is known about God is evident within them”
e Through the of the world
“ ..have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been
made”
5. How do you think man’s heart/conscience indicates there is a God?

6. How do you think creation indicates there is a God?

A design requires a
7. Even though everyone knows something about God, what do they do?
vv.21-23

Luke 15:1-7 (NT 133) Aithough many people ignore God, this passage
presents another picture of God that is equally important fo understand as we
think about His existence.

1. Why was Jesus criticized?

2. What does the shepherd in the parable do?

3. What does this tell us about God and His attitude toward us, even when
we sin?
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WHAT IS GOD LIKE?

There are two popular misconceptions about what God is like:

e Some peopie imagine God is like a kind grandfather. Some
grandfathers can be very kind and generous to their grandchildren,
and overlook the wrong things they do. In the same way, many
people imagine a God who is all ioving and punishes no one.

o  Other people think God is like a policeman. Policemen are
responsible for protecting the law and punishing criminals. In the
same way, some peopie imagine a God who zealously punishes evil
but is facking in love and mercy.

Neither of these images of God is correct,

Acts 17:22-31 (NT 242) Like the people of Japan, the ancient Greeks were .
very religious. Greece was a land full of temples dedicated to many gods.
Therefore, Paul tells them about the “unknown God”, or the true God.
1. What has God done?

a. v.24

b. v.25

c. v.26

d. v.26

2. What authority does God have?
a. v.24 What is His title?

Why do you think this titie is used for God?

b. v.30 Who should obey Him?

3. Where is God? What is God?
a. v.24 Where does God NOT dwell?

b. v.27 Where is God?

c. v.29 What is God not?
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d. v.28 What is man calied in relation to God?
How do you think this may be imporiant?

4, \What does God want from us?
a. v.25 Does God need anything from us?
b. v.27 What does God want ali men to do?

How do you think a person “seeks” God?

What kind of things do people usually seek?

¢. v.30 What else shouid all men do?

What do you think it means to repent in relation to God?

d. v.31 Why should all men repent?

e. v.31 Through whom will God judge the world?

Conclusion

Genesis records the beginnings of the earth and man, but Revelations, the
final section of the Bibie, prophesizes that both earth and man will have an
‘ending’. Like beginnings, endings are also an accepted pattern in our lives
hecause of their inevitability. Farewell parties, graduations, retirements, end-
of-year parties and more dramatically, funerals, all mark endings of one type
or another in the natural flow of people’s lives. However, in contrast to man,
God is without beginning or end as He is eternal.  The Bible teaches that who
God is, what He is like, and what He expects from us are crucial guestions
that have an important bearing on what type of ‘ending’ we will have. As we
study more about God and man, we will learn what kind of ending and what
kind of beginning God desires for each of us.
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The Truth about God ~ Part Two

Lesson 3

introduction

Children often dream of finding buried or lost
treasure worth a great forfune. Some may
even go so far as to dig a few holes to look for
it! Adults who buy lottery tickets are hoping
to receive a treasure as well. But the Bible
speaks of a different kind of treasure that
is far more valuable. “The Lord is
our God, the Lord is one!  And you
shall ove the Lord your God with all
your heart and with all your sout and
with all your might.” (Deuteronomy 6:4-
5} "The fear of the Lord is his treasure.”
(isaiah 33:6b) According to the Bible,
knowing God and having a relationship with :
Him is described as being more valuable than any
treasure we might find or desire in life. Therefore, we are
encouraged, even commanded 1o seek Him, love Him and
worship Him. But why should we seek God? Why is knowing God and
having a relationship with Him so important?

GOD AND YOU
Psalm 139 (OT 960)
1. What does God know about me? w.1-6
a. v.2 whenl and when |
b. v2. my from afar
c. vimy and my
d v3allmy
e. v.d4beforethereisa on my

2. Where is God in reigtionio me? wv.7-12
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3. What has God done in relation to me? vv.13-16

4. How does the writer respond to this knowledge about God? wv.17-24

a w.17-18
b ow.19-22
C. wv.23-24

5. If such a God exists, how do you think we should respond to Him?

GOD AND THE WORLD
Isaiah 40:18-31 (OT 1,000}

1. In verse 18, Isaiah asks, “to whom then will you liken God?” in an attempt
to capture the likeness of God, over the centuries, men have made idols
from various materiais and worshiped them.

¢« Why do you think men make idols and serve them? wv.18-20

e How do you think God is different from an idol?

2. in contrast to an idol made by man, what is God's power in relation {o:
o The inhabitants of the earth? v.22

¢ The heavens? v.22

e Rulers and judges? wv.23-24

e Stars? v.26
3. In contrast to man, what is God’s character? w.25, 27

4. In contrast to man, what is God’s power? v. 28

He is the
He is the of the ends of the earth.
He does not become or

His understanding is
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5. God is described as the ultimate source of power and wisdom. What are
we encouraged to do to receive His help? v.31 What

do you think this means?

GOD AND L.OVE
I Corinthians 13:1-8 (NT 307)

The Bible says "God is love” which means that love is an important part of
who God is. Itis parf of His nature. However, as the word “love” is used
quite loosely in today’s society, we need to see what the Bible says about love
in order to fully understand this aspect of God’s character.

1. What is love more important than? vv. 1-3

2. What is iove like? vv. 4-7

3. What is love not ike? wvv. 4-7

4. How is this kind of love different from popular notions of iove?

5. How then is God different from man with regard to love?

GOD AND JUSTICE
Revelations 20:11-15 (NT 458)

God is love, but there is another aspect of God’s character that is equally
important. God is also just or ighteous. Just as a single coin has two sides
that are quite different, these two characteristics of God, love and justice, are
essential to God's nature.
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1. Where is God according to this description? v.11
2. Why do you think God is described this way?
3. Who is standing before God waiting for judgment? v.12

4. On what basis are they judged? v.13

5. What happens to those whose names are not written in the “book of life"?

6. Although we may fear God's justice, why do you think justice as a concept
is important? How is God's justice important?

Conclusion
Proverbs 1:7 “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge”. (OT 970)

Around 3,000 years ago, a king by the name of Solomon wrote about a
“reasure’ that he considered more valuable than all the weaith of his vast
kingdom. That treasure was knowiedge of God, which in turmn leads to
knowledge of how to live wisely in a world created by God. Solomon further
observed that the acquisition of such knowledge begins with fearing God,
which means to respect Gad for Who He is and what He has done. “Fearing
God” also implies an understanding that God expects something from each
one of us, Therefore we should seek God and obey Him. In doing so, we will
receive a treasure of immeasurable value.

What is your treasure? What are you living for? How does it compare to the
freasure of knowing the True God and having a relationship with Him? In the
next few lessons, we will learn that man usually seeks different treasures
other than knowing God and that this has both immediate and eternal
consegquences.
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The Game Gf Léfe

The Truth about Man - Part One

L.esson 4

Introduction

Some families and many
children like ¢ play board
games involving dice, which
when thrown, determine how
fast you advance in the
game. Usually, you
must collect certain items
(often moneyt) or points,
and overcome particular
problems in order to win
the game. Of course
you have to know the
rules of the game and keep
them or the game would become
meaningless.

Each day, in the real game of life, you throw the

dice and move forward or backward according to the events and decisions of
that day. Great successes, dismal failures, significant milestones and
everyday events are crowded into the timeline of our lives that begins with
birth and ends with a funeral. What are the rules for this game which all of us
must piay? Who makes the rules? What is the objective of the game?

We have already learned in Lessons 2 and 3 that God makes the rules. But
what are the rules and what happens when you break them? What is the
objective we should be aiming for as we move forward in the game of life?
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THE BEGINNING OF THE GAME
Genesis

Creation of the Game Board Genesis 1:1-25 (OT 1)

1. According fo Genesis 1, what did God create?

2. How did He create them?

3. What is said about each thing that God created?

Creation of the Player(s} —~ Man Genesis 1:26-31 (07 2)
1. What pattern did God use in making man? (v.27)

2. What authority and responsibilities are given to man? (v.28)

3. According to this passage, how is man different from animals?

4. What other ways do you think man is different from animals and similar to
God?

5. What is said about man after God created him? (v.31)

Creation of the Rule{s) Genesis 2:15-17 (OT 3)

1. Where did God place man? (v.15)

2. What freedom was given to man? (v.16)

3. What was the one rule God gave to man? (v.17)

4. What do you think was the purpose of this rule?

5. What would be the consequences of breaking this rule? (v.17)

13
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FROBLEMS IN THE GAME

The First Cheaters Genesis 3:1-7 (OT 3)

1.

. What do you think is the significance of this?

A new character or creature is introduced here, Who is he? What is he
like? (v.1)

Why is the woman tempted to break God's rule? {(v.5)

How did the woman rationalize her disobedience? (v.6)

Why do you think people break niles? Why do they break God’s rules?

What immediately happened after the man and woman disobeyed God?
(v.7)

The First Punishment Genesis 3:8-23 (OT 3)

1.

What did the man and woman do when they sensed God's presence?
Why? (v.8)

How do the man and woman expiain their disobedience? (vw.12-13)

How does God punish them all? (vw.14-18)

. How does God provide for the man and woman? What do you think this

symbolizes? (vv.21-23)
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THE GAME CONTINUES

The Rule-Maker and Rule-Breakers Genesis 6: 5-13 (OT 8)

1. What has happened since God’s first rule was broken? (v.5)

2. How is man and the earih different from God's original creation?

3. How does God feel about this? What does He intend fo do? (vv.8-7)

4. Was anyone keeping God's rules? Who was he? What was he like?
{vv.8-9)

Conclusion

Although the first man was created perfect by a perfect God, he and everyone
else after him strayed from what God desired for them. God created man to
do good so that he would enjoy all the blessings of life God had to offer. But
God aiso created man in His own image, which meant that man had a free will
when it came to choosing right from wrong. Unfortunately, man chose to do
evil and separated himself from the God who created him and knew what was
best for him. When man disobeyed God, he immediately recognized his
nakedness or guilt before a holy God and sought to cover himself. However,
only God can provide an adequate covering but it requires a sacrifice.

Unlike board games that are designed solely for the purpose of having fun,
this game of life in which we all participate is very important and has
significant consequences. As we move our pieces on the daily game board
of life seeking to acquire happiness, love, joy, peace or goodness, it is
important to know God's rules and to obey them. However, as we study
more about man, we will learn that even though man may know the rules, he
needs help to win the game, because man is by nature a rule-breaker.
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Veeds in God's Garden

The Truth about Man - Part Two

lesson §

introduction

A man was once very proud of his nice green
lawn. He meticulously frimmed, watered,
fertilized, and weeded it on a regular basis.
Compared to the other yards in his
neighborhood, he thought he had the
perfect lawn. However, one day he
decided to try a new type of
fertilizer called "Weed and Feed”
that was supposed to kill

weeds in addition to fertilizing
the grass. Two days later, he
was shocked {0 see large ]
brown dead patches scattered e
throughout his once beautiful WA
lawn! Aithough the lawn had
formerly appeared perfect to his untrained eye, there were actually many
weeds in it, which the weed killer had revealed.

:)*\\Nﬁ ‘ifi‘.\‘ \'I\W' { .-* 4 !\} Q) ih\.‘» ‘ 1\ it 1“" \l.\.-‘}r‘\f{
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W

in Lesson 4, we leamed that there have been ‘weeds’ in man’s life from the
very beginning. Man is by nature a rule-breaker who generally ignores the
God who made him and knows what is best for him. But how deep-rooted
and widespread are these ‘weeds’ in our lives? What does the Word of God
reveal about the depth and extent of sin in our lives?

WHAT IS A WEED?
The Ten Commandments

The Ten Commandments is the most famous list of rules ever recorded.

I You shall have no other gods before me.

11 You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven
above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. You shall not bow
down to them or wership them.
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II¥ You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not
hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name.

IV Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy, Six days you shall labor and
do all your worls, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. On
it you shall not do any werk.

V  Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the fand
the Lord your God is giving you.

VI You shall net murder.

VII You shall not commit adultery.

VHI You shall not steal.

IX You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.

X  You shall not covet vour neighbor’s house. You shall not covet your
neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or
anything that belongs te your neighbor.

1. Which of the Ten Commandments are about sins against God?

2. Which of the Ten Commandments are about sins against man?

3. Which, if any of these commands do you think you have broken? How
often? {There is no need fo record an answer here.)

Matthew 5:21-22; 27-28 (NT 6)
1. Jesus quotes two of the Ten Commandments here and further explains

them. What does He say about these sins?  Murder
Adultery
2. What do you think Jesus saying about sin in general?

Matthew 5:48 (NT 8)
1. Jesus explains God's standard here for us. What is it?

2. James 2:10 says “For whoever keeps the whole taw and yet stumbies at

just one point is guilty of breaking all of it.” How is God's standard different

from ours?
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THE EXTENT OF THE WEEDS
Romans 1:28-2:6 (NT 266)

1. A number of sins are listed in verses 29-31. Under which of the following
categories would you place them? (answers may differ widely as there is
no correct category)

ACTION SPEECH ATTITUDE

2. What do people who do such things deserve? (v.32)

3. “You, therefore, . you who pass judgment on

someone else, for at whatever point you judge the other, you are
condemning yourself, because you who pass judgment do the same
things.” {Romans 2:1)
4. Why do we have no excuse for our sing?
v
vv.2.5
v.6
5. Romans 3:10-11, 23 (NT 268) How many people deserve 1o be judged by

God because of their sins?

HIDDEN WEEDS
Luke 18:9-14 (NT 139)

1. What kind of people did Jesus give this parabie 10?7 {v.9)
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2. Who are the 2 main characters here?
3. Why did they go to the temple? (v.10))
4. What was the difference in their prayers and hearis? (w.11-13)

Pharisee:

Tax-collector:
5. What did Jesus say about these two men? (v.14)

6. What do you think this parable teaches about sin and our need to

recognize it in our own lives?

Conclusion

i took 2 billion dollars and several years to clean up the mess left behind by
the Vaidez, when it ran aground on the pristine coast of Alaska in 1989
spiliing 232,000 barreis of oil. The environment and economy of the area
were shattered. Sin is like a stain left on the world that pollutes relationships
and needs to be cleaned up. Man can't clean up this mess or pull his own
weeds but the God who created him has provided someone for this seemingiy
impossible task. His name is Jesus and we will learn the truth about the
essential role He plays in cleaning up man and forgiving his sins in the
following lessons. So far, we have learned the bad news about man but from
now on we will study the good news, or the gospel of Jesus Christ.
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God's Christmas

The Truth about Jesus — Part One

L.esson 6
“1 am the Truth”

introduction

Every year on December 25", millions of
people around the world celebrate Jesus’
birth, which is otherwise known as
Christrnas. Although celebrations differ
from country to country according to its
customs, the exchanging of gifis seems
to be a universal element of Christmas
celebrations everywhere.
Perhaps this is because the
giving of a gift best symbolizes
the essential meaning of
Christmas when God gave the
best gift of all, His son Jesus.

Gifts of course can differ in
value and they are usually given
to meet a particular need or desire of the recipient.

We have already learned about marn's need to be “cleaned up”® from sin in our
previous lessons. Therefore, Gad has given to us a gift of inestimable value,
at great cost to Himself, that provides exactly for this need. However, like a
normal gift or present whose contents are hidden by wrapping paper, we need
to remove the 'wrapping' around God's present to us in order to fully
understand and appreciate &. Who is Jesus? What did He do? What did
He teach? These are some of the questions we must ask as we seek the
truth about Jesus and leam about the importance of God's gift to us.

THE DELIVERY OF THE PRESENT
Matthew 1:18-25 (NT 1)

1. Who was the reaj father of Jesus? (v.18)
2. What dig Joseph plan {o do when he heard Mary was pregnant? Why?
{v.19)
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3. What stopped him? (v.20)
4. What did the angel tell him? (vv.20-21)

5. Who besides the angel had said these things before? What did he say?
{(vv.22-23)
6. What is the meaning of the name “immanuel"? {v.23)

7. What else do you know about Jesus’ birth?

8. If you were God, how would you ‘deliver’ such an important present?

A DESCRIPTION OF THE PRESENT
John 1:1-18 (NT 157)

This passage, in contrast to the one we just studied in Matthew, uses quite a
different approach in describing Jesus. Rather than using His name, Jesus is
referred to as the “Word" since the author wants to communicate some very
unmique things about Jesus.

1. What is said about the “Word" in the foliowing passages?

v.i In the was the Word
The Word was with
The Word was
v.3 came into being by Him
v.é4 in Him was , and the life was the of men
v.i4  The Word became and among us

2. A man named John is introduced here, what was his role? (vw.7-8)

3. What was the general response to Jesus? (vw.10-11)
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4. What was promised fo those who did receive Jesus? (v.12)

5. What does one have to do in order to receive this promise? (v.12)

6. Why do you think only this condition is given?

Philippians 2:3-11 (N7 352)
1. What kind of attitude did Jesus have that we are encouraged to copy in

verse five?
{vv.3-4)

2. Verses 6-7 say that although Jesus “existed inthe ______ of God ... He
emptied Himself, taking the form of a , and was made

in the likeness of
3. Because Jesus was both God and man, what was He able to do? (v.8)

4. Because of this what does God do? {v.9)
5. What shouid we do? (vv.10-11)

A RECIPIENT OF THE PRESENT
John 4:3-30; 3842 (NT 163)

This is a story of a woman from Samaria who met Jesus and received God’s
present. Samaritans lived near Israel and although they were distantly related
to the Jews, their religious practices were quite different. As a result, Jews
and Samaritans generally disliked and avoided each other.

1. What does Jesus do that indicates He does not hold the typical Jewish
prejudice  against Samaritans? (vv.4,7)

2. How does the woman respond to Jesus' request? {v.9)
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3. What does Jesus offer her that only He can give? (v.10)
4. She doesn't understand what Jesus is offering so how does He explain it?
(vv.13-14)

5. How does she respond to Jesus’ offer? (v.15)

6. Jesus then reveals He knows what kind of woman she is. What else does
He observe about her? {vwv.16-18)

7. Why do you think He brings this up?

8. What is her response to this? (w.18-20)

9. Jesus then explains some things about the true worship of God.
{vv.21-24)
What is not imporiant?

What is imporiant?
10. What do you think this means?

11. What else does Jesus say about Himself? (vv.25-26)

12. What did others say about Jesus? (v.42)
13. if you had been at the well and overheard this conversation, what would
you think about Jesus and how would you have responded?

Conclusion

Sometimes we may not immediately perceive the full value of a present we
have received. Stories abound of priceless antiques or collector's items that
were sold as junk but brought their new owners incredible riches when they
realized the true value of their purchase. The value of God's supreme gift to
us, His son Jesus, becomes clearer as we more closely examine His fife and
teaching, which we will continue in Lessons 7 - 8.
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Uystery Clues

The Truth about Jesus — Part Two

ifesson 7
“I am the Truth”

introduction

Every mystery novel or movie begins with creating a
guestion or situation that requires an answer. The
question before us as we continue our study is a rather
unusual one. That is, “If God became a man, what
would He be like?" What kind of things would
He do? What would He say? How would f
He five? If you were a detective and your
assigned case was to determine the
identity of Jesus, these are some of
the questions you might ask in
your investigative efforis. As
you searched for clues, you
would want {o examine the
testimony of the witnesses,
or people who had an
encounier with Jesus. You '
would be expected to investigate -
what Jesus taught and what He did in your
search for the truth about Him.

The Bible says of Jesus: "Forin Christ all the fuliness of the Deity lives in
bodily form.” {Col. 2:9) What does this mean? If Jesus is God, what should
we expect to observe about Him in the Bible as we continue our investigation?
Let's look at the clues and see where the evidence ieads us.

CLUE #1 JESUS PROVIDES
John 6:1-15; 26-38 (NT 168)

As we begin our investigation, it may help vou to realize that millions of other
people have gone before you seeking to discover the truth about Jesus. This
passage tells us about a farge group of people (over 5,000) who had seen
Jesus’ miracles and heard His teaching and therefore wanted to know more
about Him.

24



A5V —ERBEHDD
Lesson 7 A LRICDNWTOEE (2)
MO UBEETHY -

22T — OB, B - TR SO T

O
AR

P TEEGH, SBUEED T BINE SO IS N
S\

PMFBNTNBRIE. B >EBDSEEOTT,
ZOREIE. T UBRNARICE 52 LIES,
ZNE—EEAENE SEDESS ) &
NDENTY, ZONEEAETEE L
EABTERB L. EOEDITER
FOD? BUBBENRET.

o TAN— BT S EODE
SEEDBESRBSNEE LIS,
BEH T\ SEBARBNH T BEFTT.
2UT. ZOFENDDELT. BEED, 1 TR0

HE S AEBOESEREENEESCETLES, 1 IRCONTOREERBICHE
STH. BNTERR. A5 UEAE NS CEERNTN BENBIDTT,

BB TUCDNT. C5EoTNET, [FURROIBICCZ, BOBEEEET
MEATES > TH->TNET, | (I0Y12:9) ChIEESNSBHTLES? 5L
A TN T UED, REBREEOBRE CREERS, MICONTEARTEER
TN CELRBDTLESN? TRECHS, EABERICEEDDLD, ENNDE
BBBREVEDVEDEE >THEL &S,

FENPO A TAUIERDES
AR 6 1-15; 25-35 (#ip.168)

S SBEEMBTBICBIEST, SECCABHABOARS, T TREDNTD
HIERL N, BEEEAULSBIERE B HEELSBRER > TR TLVER
TN, 0 BOD TRV EBNET, ST, COBFTE. 5000 ALLOE B Hi
TROEFER. BONZERE, ZOBR. A5 TROTEEMDIENERSESIC
BT ENRENTNET.

24



1. In verses 1-15, Jesus recognizes the need of the people and heips them.
What is their need?

How does Jesus provide for them?

2. As a result, what does the crowd think about Jesus? (v.14)

As a result, what do they try to do? (v.15)

3. How does Jesus respond to their efforts? (v.15)

4. Inverses 25-35, Jesus recognizes another need of the people that they
themselves are unaware of. What is it? (v.27)

How can they obtain it? (v.29)

5. Jesus said to themn (v.35) “l am the ; he who comes to Me
shall not hunger, and he who in Me shail
What do you think this means?

CLUE #2 JESUS HEALS
John 9:1-7; 24-41(NT 178)

Instead of a crowd, Jesus minisiers 1o the need of an individual in this

situation. As a result, the Jewish religious leaders (Pharisees) continued to
oppose Jesus.

1. What mistaken assumption did Jesus' disciples have regarding the blind
man? {v.2)

2. How did Jesus correct them? (v.3)
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Before Jesus heals him, what remarkable thing did He say about Himself?
(v.5) “While I am in the world, | am the of the ." Why do
you think Jesus said this?
Although the blind man was healed of his blindness he still needed to be
healed from his sins. How does he receive this healing? (vw.34-38) _____

Who else was blind according to this passage? (vv.38-41)

in Matthew 9:12-12 Jesus said, “If is nof the healthy who need a doctor,
but the sick. For | have not come (o call the righteous, but sinners.”
According to this passage, who did Jesus come to heal?

CLUE #3 JESUS TEACHES
Matthew 7:24-29 (NT 11)

This passage is the conclusion of a very famous sermon given by Jesus that
is popularly referred to as the “Sermon on the Mount”,

1.

If someone listens to and obeys Jesus’ teaching what is he like? (vww.24-25)

in this parable, what do you think the house, 2 foundations, and storm
represent?

House =

2 Foundations =

Storm =

Why do you think one man was considered wise and the other foolish?

How did the crowd react to Jesus' sermon? (v.28)

How was Jesus' teaching different from the scribes? (v.29)
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CLUE #4 JESUS FORGIVES
Matthew 9:1-8 (NT 13)

1. When a paralytic is brought to Jesus, what does Jesus initially do for him?
(v.2)
2. How do the scribes, or religious leaders react? (v.3)

3. Jesus then heals the paralytic. Why? (vv.5-8)

4. How did the other witnesses of this event react? (v.8)

CLUE #5 JESUS SERVES
John 13:1-17 (NT 189)

Even though Jesus knows He is about to die, in His fast meeting with His
disciples Jesus demonstrates His remarkable love for them (v.1).

1. What does Jesus do for His disciples? ( vv.4-5)

2. How does Peter respond? (vv.6-8)
3. What does Jesus tell Peter? (v.8)
What do you think this means?

4. What else does Jesus want His disciples to iearn from His example?
{vv.13-14)

CLUE #6 JESUS SAVES
John 11:7-45 (NT 183)

tazarus, the brother of Mary and Martha, had died in Jesus absence and had
already been in the tomb four days when Jesus arrived.
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1. How did Martha express her faith in Jesus? (vv.21-22)

2. What was Jesus reply to her in verses 25-267 "1 am the and
the : he who in Me shall even if he dies, and
who lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you this?”

3. How does Martha answer Jesus’ question? (v.27)
4. How did Mary show her faith? {v.32)
5. What did Jesus do to prove He was the resurrection and the life?

{vv.40-44)
6. How did the others who witnessed this miracle respond? (v.45)

7. Jesus raised a man who had been dead four days. What significance do
you think this has for others who believe in Him?

Conclusion

Mark 10:45 *“For even the Son of Man (Jesus) did not come fo be served, but
to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.” (NT 81)

“If God became a man, what would He be like?” was the question we started
with as we launched our investigation in this chapter. We have looked at only
a small portion of the evidence in today’s study. What have we learmned after
examining the clues recorded in God's Word? The evidence of the Bible tells
us that even though Jesus was God, He came not in the form of a king, but in
the form of a servant. At the same time, He said and did things unlike any
man before or since then. As a result, many people believed in Jesus and
their lives were changed forever. However, as we continue our investigation,
we will learn in the next lesson that Jesus' death was just as important as His
life in making this change possibie.
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History and the Cross

The Truth about Jesus — Part Three

Lesson §
*t am the Truth”

Introduction

Although most of us have forgotten much
of what we leamed in history class,
there are certain historical
events that were so important
and significant in their
impact, they remain
clearly etched in our
memories. For
example, in 1492 the
famous explorer,
Christopher
Columbus,
discovered a

new continent.

A new nation

and democracy
was born on that
same continent in
1776 with the signing
of the Declaration of
Independence. 1945
marked the end of a
terrible world war and
the advent of an even more ferrible weapon. Many witnessed history in the
making in 1969 on TV when a man watked on the moon for the first time.

All these events and many others seem warthy of our attention, but somehow
the execution of a single man, in a remote corner of the world in 33 AD has
overshadowed the many events in history that it both preceded and followed.
At that time, Jesus' brief life was abruptly cut short when He was crucified as
a common criminal by the orders of a Roman magistrate. Yet, the means
and symbol of His death, a cross, is known throughout the world and His
followers currently number in the millions. What was the significance of that
event, not just in historical terms but more importantly, in spiritual terms?
Why was the death of one man so important?
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THE PREDICTION OF THE CROSS

Isaiah 53:1-12 (OT 1,114)

The Boogk of Isaiah was written about 800 years before Jesus was bomn, yet it
and many other OT passages make remarkable predictions about the birth,
death and resurrection of a savior. Isaiah 53 gives a description of

someone’s future death and its implications.

1. What happens to this man?

and of men (v.3)
acquainted with (v.3)
smitten of and afflicted (v.4)
pierced through for transgressions {(v.5)

crushed for iniguities (v.5)

by His scourging

are heailed (v.5)

the Lord has caused the iniquity of alito falt on
{v.6)
His was assigned with wicked men (v.9)
He was with a in His death (v.9)
will be allotted a portion with the {v.12)
2. What does He do?
He did not open His v.7}
will the many (v.11)
will bear their (v.11)
bore the of many {v.12)
3. What terms are used to describe Him?
man of {v.3)
like a led to slaughter (v.7)
the One, My (v.11)

4, Who does this seem to be describing? Why?
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Mark 8:31-37 (NT 75)

1.

Jesus made several predictions about Himself here. What were they?
(v.31)

How did Peter, one of Jesus' disciples, respond to this? (v.32)

What was Jesus’ answer to Peter? (v.33)

What challenge did Jesus then present to the others who were present?
(v.34)

What do you think this means?

Why should they or we accept that challenge? (vv.35-37)

THE EVENTS OF THE CROSS
Luke 23:1-56 (NT 151)

. What similarities can you find between the prophecies in Isaiah and the

events of Jesus’ death as recorded by Luke?

. What did the following people say about Jesus or do to Him?

Pilate vv.4,14, 22

Herod vv.14-15

Crowd vv. 27, 48

Leaders v 2,21.35

Soldiers vv.11, 34, 36

31



PN 81 31-37 (Hip.75)

1. A TRARCCTTEDICDWTNCDDDOREZELTHONET . ZNEEARTE
TE,? (318D

2. TNEBWT, $FO—ATHSINFTOE>ESLELED?

(32 &)
3. ENICHUTA IRE, EDOXRDICEISGNHUEDR?
(33 &0

4, A TAGZIZNEZARIC, CARCEZTBRDIICEONFTUED?
(34 &1)
ZNlE. EDNIBHEEBNETD,

5. B, BUTREBIE, BEZSLETNERSTENDTLLDSD?
(35~37 &)

+FROBES
L7328 1-56 ($fip.151)

DDA
3

=pal

e

1. AYVPOBEL., LDICX>TCEBINCT A TAOFEEDEICIE, SAEE
RoONFIND?

/|

2. MFOARIE, A TRACDWTEDSENELEDN? HBAIWI., Y1 LRCHLTEA
BCEBEBLUELUED?
5k (4, 14, 22 &)
AOF (14, 15HD

%fwn;ﬂé (27, 48 81)

LSSl

BE&ELCH (2,21, 35 D

S1/25 (11, 34, 36 £

31



Centurion v.47

Criminals vv.39-41

. On the day Jesus was crucified, two criminals benefited from Jesus' death.
How did Jesus’ death save them?
Barabbas wv.17-19,25

Thief on the cross vv.40-43

. Romans 5:8 says “Buf God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” (NT 271) if Jesus died to
save obvious sinners like criminals, what do you think His death can
accomplish for sinners like us?

THE MIRACLE AFTER THE CROSS
John 20:1-31 (NT 203)

. Even though Jesus had predicted not only His death, but also His
resurrection several times, His followers were apparently surprised when it

actually happened. Why do you think they responded that way?

. One particular disciple, named Thomas, said he woulid not believe Jesus’
resurrection until he had what evidence? (v.25)

. How did Jesus answer Thomas' doubts? (v.27)

. How does Thomas then respond to Jesus? (v.28)

. Who does Jesus say will be blessed?(v.29)
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6. According to verses 30-31, Jesus performed many signs or miracles and
the greatest one was His resumrection from the dead. Vhat was the
purpose of these signs?

7. If you were among the witnesses to these events, what would you think?

Conclusion

Isaiah 53:6 (OT 1,114) “All of us like sheep have gone asfray, each of us has
turned to his own way; but the Lord has caused the iniquity of us all to fall on
Hirm.”

John 10:11 (NT 181) 9 (Jesus) am the good shepherd; the good shepherd
lays down His life for the sheep.”

“Why was the death of one man so important?” was the question we asked
ourselves as we began this lesson. The Bible pictures all men as being like
sheep that are lost. We have wandered away from God and pursued the
wrang things in life.  Therefore, God sent His Son, as the Good Shepherd,
not just to guide us or merely to provide a good example, but to die for us so
that we might have eternal life and abundant life. The birth, life and death of
many famous men and women have been duly recorded in history. But only
the voluntary death of one man on a cross and His subsequent resurrection
from the dead deserves to stand above all other historical events. We will
look at the present significance of this historical event to you in the following
tesson.
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zods Path

The Truth about Salvation

iLesson ©

introduction T

Some people think that all refigions
are like climbing Mi. Fuji. As there
are many paths to the summit of
Mt. Fuji, they think there are
many paths to God. In other
words, it isn't important which
path or religion you chose as long
as you are sincere and try your best to
stay on the particular path you have
chosen.

The Bible teaches very clearly that there is
indeed a path to God, but there is only one and it
takes a very unusual, unexpected route. 1t goes by “‘W\C})
way of a cross, a device commonly used for =
executing cAminals. However, in this case it is used by
God to demonstrate the depth of His love for all men in
providing them a Savior. Jesus said, “f am the way, and the fruth

and the life; no one comes lo the Father (God), but through Me.” (John 14.6)
God has provided a path through the death of His Son because of our own
inability to provide one or stay on one ourselves. The path provided by God
is not based upon the depth of our sincerity or even the many good things we
might do in our lifetime. Rather, this path is based upon what God did for us
at the cross through the death of His Son.

To more fully understand this path, we will iook at several key passages that
once again highlight the necessity of the path and God's graciousness in
providing it.
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THE PROVISION OF THE PATH
Genesis 22:1-14 (07T 30)

Abraham was a man of great faith who watked with God. As a resuit, God
promised to bless him with many descendents and use him {0 be a blessing to
the whole world. Abraham waited 25 years for the fulfiliment of this promise
before God finally gave him a son by the name of Isaac. Then God asks
Abraham to do something very unusual with his only son that in turn teaches
some important truths about God and His provision of His only Son, Jesus.

1. What did God tell Abraham fo do? {v.2)

2. How does Abraham respond? (v.3)

3. Isaac realizes something is missing for a sacrifice. Whatis it? {v.7)

4. How does Abraham answer Isaac’'s question? (v.8)

5. Why do you think a lamb or sacrifice was so important?

6. What does God dramatically provide for Abraham? (v.13)

7. Inthanksgiving, what did Abraham name that place? (v.14)

8. In John 1,29 (NT 158), Jesus is called “the Lamb of God who lakes away
the sin of the world.”
e What similarities and contrasts do you see between the events of

Genesis 22 and Jesus being the "Lamb of God™?

e How does the “Lord Provide” through Jesus?
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THE NECESSITY OF THE PATH

Romans §:6-11 (NT 271)

1.

2. What did Jesus do for us? (v.6)

oo os LN

. Who does God love? (v.16)

How are we described in verse 62 Why do you think we are described

this way?

Why is this s0 unusual? (w.6-8)

What does this tell us about God? (v.8)
God loves us, but how does He feel about our sins? (v.8)
How else are we described in relation to God? (v.10) Why do you think

we are calied this?
Despite this, what does God do for us through the death of His Son?
(wv.10-11)

John 3:16-21 (NT 161)

. John 3:16 is perhaps the most famous verse in the Bible. “For God so

the , that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever

in Him should not perish, but have life.”

What does God provide for them? (v.16)
Why is this necessary? (vv.16,18)

What can we do to receive this provision?

However, many pecple don't receive this provision or want to take the path
God has so graciously provided. Why is that? (vv.19-20)

36



T DBEDMEM

O—-V5:6~11 (#FHp.271)

1.

SEIC, MEBREDEDIBEZEENNTVEITN? FE, BEFOIDICED
NTNDERNFETH?

2. TIARERZEBDEDITHEL T IZINELED? (6 8)

L ENOBRODCETRERENDE. BETLLDH? (6-8 &)

TOCOEWRICDNT, CARCEEBHITINETNH? (8ED

FRIEICHEBUTRONTIN, MEBORICHLTE. EDKSICRLUTES
NBTL&D? (9ED

L WEREDBRICHNT, EOICREBREDIDBEREEEDNTNETH?

QCED ZNid. EDLTEERBNETD?

L BRICEMODS T BREICBOOHTOREBLTREBSICEE LTSN

LB e (10-11 &

I/NE3:16-21 (Fip.161)

1.

INR3 6L PRZECEEODT R BELBHTLES,

rMIE. EIC, ZOVEDFERSZICE SRR, 5 .
ZNRBFE B, VENELTRUBC L. )
WDBEROEDTHD, |

2. BREENZEESNILZL? (16ED
3. ARDEDIC, MRIIAERZ TIEaNELED? (16§

COUTEDURBHBHIZOTLLDIR? (16, 183 ED

L RIS TS o EKEDVNDBEZITIBEHIC.MEBIEED LESRID

TULEDD?

- UL BLOABZNEZRITNMS5E UER A, FE. BBPFBHII>THZT

{EEORBERFSELFEA. ENEBEETLLD? (19-20 &)

36



AN ILLUSTRATION OF THE PATH
Luke 15:11-32 (NT 134)
Jesus often told stories in order to make spiritual truths easily understood.

Through the story of the prodigal son, Jesus communicates some essential
truths about the heart of God and the heart of man.

1. What unusual thing did the younger of two sons ask his father? (v.12}

2. What did the younger son do with what he received? (v.13) ;

3. What happened to him? (vwv.14-16) 3

4. What does he decide to do? (vv.17-19)

5. How does the father respond to his repentant son? (vv.20-24)

6. How does the older son react to his younger brother's return and his
father's subsequent welcome for him? (w.25-30)

7. How does the older son compare himself to his younger brother?
(vv.29-30)
8. How does the father explain his actions? (vw.31-32)

9. If the father in this story represents God, what does it say about Him?

10. If the two sons represent different two types of people what is the
difference?

11. What should a ‘lost’ person do?
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Conclusion

If every man, woman and child in the world were lined up on the coast of
California and ordered to swim to Japan, how many do you think would make
it? Obviously none! The task is impossible, Some would certainly swim
further than others but everyone would eventually drown trying to make it on
their own. But if someone came by in & boat and took them to Japan the
result would be quite different.

The Bible clearly teaches that getiing to heaven, or pleasing God through our
own efforts is like trying to swim to Japan from California. It just cannot be
done. Therefore, God has provided a boat or a path to get you there through
the death of His Son, Jesus. [f you realize you are drowning in your sins, the
Bible exhorts you to cry out for help. God is waiting to save you because He
loves you.

“For the word of the cross is fo those who are perishing foolishness, but to us
who are being saved it is the power of God.” | Corinthians 1:18 (NT 291)
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The Tightrope of Life

The Truth and You

Lesson 10

Introduction

Kart Wallenda was a world
famous tightrope walker who
along with his family had
performed death-defying
feats hundreds of times on
the high wire.
However, at the age of 73,
while performing in front of &
large crowd in Puerto Rico,
Wallenda lost his balance and
plummeted fo his death
several hundred feet below.
Despite the fact that
Wallenda had done far mere dangerous feats many
times before without a mistake, that one slip killed him.

As we have learned already, the Bible teaches that no
matter how good we may think we are or try to be, all of us
have slipped off the perfect standard of a holy God. The
result of that slip is not just physical death, but spiritual death. (it /s
appointed for men fo die once and after this cornes judgment.” Hebrews 9:27)
HMowever, the Bible also teaches that God loves us so much that He has
provided a safety net for us to fall into through the death of His perfect Son,
the Lord Jesus Christ.

One man, who realized he couldn’t stay on God’s perfect tightrope, once
asked the important guestion: “What must [ do t¢ be saved?” and the answer
given to him was: “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you shall be saved.” (Acts
16:30-31) This question, asked by a jailer in Philippi hundreds of years ago,
has been repeated millions of times over the centuries by many others like
him, who have also believed in God’s safety net, Jesus Christ. These people
are called Christians. We have leamed so far in our study many truths and
that truth is of utmost importance. But truth alone is of no vatue o us unless
we believe it and act upon it. Where do you stand in refation to God’s truth?
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FALSE TIGHTROPES
Luke 12:13-34 (NT 127)

. Whenever Jesus gave a parable, it was usually in response to a problem
or question. What probiem prompted Jesus to give this particular

parable? (w.13-15)
. What warning does Jesus give them in verse 157

. What does the parable of the Rich Fool teach about pursuing wealth as our
main goal in life? (vv.16-21)

. Jesus doesn't teach that having possessions or being rich is wrong.
Instead, He tells us not to about these things.

(vv.22, 25-26, 29)

. What two natural examples does Jesus give to illustrate God's care for us
and why we don’t need to worry? (vv.24-28) and

How do they illustrate the benefits of trusting God?

. What are we to seek instead of wealth or possessions? (vv.28-31)

. This passage teaches that wealth or possessions can distract us from
seeking God and trusting Him. What do you think are some other things
that can keep us from seeking God?

Ephesians 2:8-10 (NT 342)

. Verse 8 teaches some very important elements about the safely net God

has provided for our sins. “For by you have been saved
through . and that not of yourselves, it is the of
God.”
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2. In the Bible, "grace” means to receive something you don't deserve. In
this passage, Ssalvation is also described as a “gift". From what you
have studied so far, how do you think salvation is a gift, or act of God's

grace?

3. According to this same verse, what can we do to receive this gift of

salvation?

4. According tc verse 8, what can we not do to receive this gift?

5. Can you think of some examples of how people try to work for salvation?

6. Even though we can’t earn our salvation through our own efforts, why did
God create us? (v.10)

GOD'S SAFETY NET
| Peter 2:21-25 (NT 417)

1. How was Jesus uniquely different from us? (v.22)
2. What did this enabie Jesus to do on our behalf? (v.24)

3. What are we compared t0? (v.25) What do you think this
means?
4. In light of this, God has provided Jesus as the and

of our souls. (v.25) What do these terms tell us about what

Jesus can do for us?

(You may have noted several similarities between this passage and Isaiah 53
which we studied previously in Lesson 8)
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HOW TO LAND IN GOD’S SAFETY NET

Isaiah 55:1-13 (O7 1116)

1.

According to verse one, if you are God ofters you water. If you
have no you are still allowed to buy food. What do you think
this means?

. Give some examples of things we usually spend our money on or make a

focal point of our ives.

These things may be good or necessary, but can they satisfy us spiritually
and eternally?

Therefore, what are we encouraged to do?
v.2 carefully to Me (God)
v2 _ what is good
v.3 ,  that you might live
v the Lord while He may be found
vg upon Him while He is near

. Why should we do these things?

v.7 He will abundantly

v.8 God’s ways are higher than our

v.2 God's thoughts are higher than our

v.11God’s word whatever He desires

John 7:37-38 (NT 174)

1. J esus said "if any man is ,lethimcometo __ anddrink. He

who in Me as the Scripture said, ‘From his innermost being
shall flow rivers of water.”

. Jesus quotes from the Prophet Isaiah (85:1) and makes an incredible offer

to us. What is that offer?
What do you think this "living water' is?

4. What do we have to do to receive it?
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Conclusion

The famous French acrobat, Charles Blondin, crossed the Niagara Falls in
1860 on a 335 meter tightrope suspended 50 meters above the raging water.
Then to the amazement of the crowd, he crossed it again pushing a
wheelbarrow in front of him. When his manager asked the crowd if they
believed Biondin could cross back to the other side with a man in the
wheelbarrow, they all enthusiastically expressed their confidence in the Great
Biondin. However, when the manager invited anyone in the crowd to get into
the wheelbarrow, no one teok him up on his offer.  The manager himself then
got in the wheelbarrow and Blondin took him safely across. Everyone had
believed that Blondin could perform the feat, but no one acted on their faith.

Perhaps you have come {6 recognize your own spiritual thirst by now and
want to receive the water of life that God offers freely to you. However, it is
not enough just to know the truth, you must act on it.  You have to get into the
wheelbarrow and place all your trust in Jesus despite any fears or
uncertainties you might have. Only He can take you safely to the other side.
Only He can forgive your sins and give you a meaningful life that lasts for all
eternity. The Bible makes it very clear that you cannot get to the other side
on your own. You need a Savior. You need Jesus. He is the truth that can
change your life forever.

Jesus says: “Behold, | stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice
and opens the door, | will come in fo him, and wilf dine with him, and he with
Me.” (Revelation 3:20) Opening the door to Jesus means: 1) that you
recognize and repent of your sin before the MHoly God who created you and 2)
that you receive Jesus as your Savior by believing in Him. Have you done
this already? If not, are you ready {o get into the wheetbarrow and trust
Jesus?
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How Can | be Saved?

If you are hesitating to trust Jesus and get into the wheelbarrow , perhaps it
would be helpful at this point to review what we have studied over these past
ten lessons. You may be thinking, “Why do | even need to get into the
wheelbarrow?!" Or, “Why do | need to be saved?”

One of the first truths we studied is that God created everything, including
you. This God loves you and desires to have a relationship with you for all
eternity. However, the Bible also fells us that we have sinned against God by
repeatedly breaking His laws. Therefore, we face God's judgment and
deserve punishment, as we are all lawbreakers. That was the “bad news” that
we learned about in lessons 2-5.

“The wages of sin is death”
(Romans 6.:23a)

However, the "good news” (gospel) is that even though we are disobedient,
God has provided another way for us to have an eternal and meaningful
refationship with Him. That way came not through anything we can do, but
through the death of God's Son, Jesus, on a cross. God loved you so much,
that He gave His only Son to receive the punishment we ail deserve.

“But the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
(Romans 6:23b)

To receive this gift of eternal life and forgiveness of sins, there is only one
thing you can do. You must believe in Jesus. Your search for truth, which
began with God, ends at the cross and is validated by an empty tomb. Rtis
not a matter of what you have done or can do, but rather what God has
aiready done for you because He loves you. The strength of your faith or the
intensity of your feelings are unimportant. God oniy asks that you beiieve in
His Sen, whom He has given to the whole world as their Savior. Won't you
get into the wheelbarrow today? Won't you trust Jesus as your Savior? Like
the father of the prodigal son, (Luke 15), God is waiting for you with open
arms.
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You can pray to God something similar to this:

“Heavenly Father, | believe that you exist and that
you love me. | also realize that | have sinned
against You. Please forgive me and cleanse me. |
believe that Jesus died for my sins on the cross and
rose from the dead. | receive Him now as my
Savior. Please take control of my life and guide me.

Amen’”

If you have prayed this prayer from your heart, tell another Christian or pastor.
They will be glad to teach you additicnal truths from God's Word to help you

grow spiritualily.
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